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Avatar, Siberia, and the Reser

What do these three

have in common? The

most geologically

widespread religion in

the world called

Shamanism. Director

James Cameron, who

brings in close to $50

million a year, uses

Avatar to place

Shamanism in a very

positive light. | am sure

many Christians have

Avatar In Russia helped line his pockets

seeing the movie as only a form of entertainment. By the

time I returned to Russia in May, Avatar had already spread
acrossits eleven time zones.

Shamanism began with the Tungus people in the Baikal
Region of Siberia and along the Yenisey River basin just
North of Mongolia. This is the very area where we have
witnessed to hundreds and are presently in the process of
planting our third church. The remnants of

the Tungus are the Evenks, who are

scattered across parts of Siberia, China

and Mongolia today.

Shamanism is the belief that all nature is a
living being, and therefore all natural
phenomena is spiritualized. It is an
animistic world view found in every
indigenous native people group in the
world. The spiritual leader in Siberia is the
shaman, and on the Reservation it is the
medicine man. It is no surprise that the
religion of the indigenous people of North
America and Siberia are closely related, in
view of the fact that scientists have
connected the two groups through DNA
testing.

The shaman enters an altered state of

power, guided by his spirit helper. The purpose is to help
people by claiming the power to heal or to cleanse.
Cameron avoids one of the

many dark sides of

Shamanism where the

Siberian shaman enters this

state by the use of drugs, or

Russian vodka, along with

the continual and repetitive

beat of the drum. The Native

American roadman brings

his participants to the same

hallucinations by the use of

the drug, peyote, and the all-

night beating of the drum.

In Avatar, the Na'vi worship
the goddess Eywa, who
brings a sacredness to the
planet Pandora. The Tuvians, of the Yenisey basin,
traditionally designed their boots not to disrupt the sacred
planet earth. For the indigenous people of North American

the sacred planet became “Mother Earth”.

Traditional Tuvian Boots

InAvatar, atree is the source of knowledge
and spiritual guidance however, since
Shamanism teaches all nature is spiritual,
there can be many sources of
understanding. For example, Cindy
Jarrett, on her website promoting
Shamanism, encourages her followers to
listen to and get spiritual knowledge from
horses. She writes, “Horses have the
unencumbered full access to the
information within the Natural world, which
is an unlimited ocean of wisdom”. James
would counter, “This wisdom is not that
which comes down from above, but is
earthly, natural, demonic.” (James 3:15).
This exactly describes Shamanism
whether it is the theology of Avatar, or the
practice of the Siberian shaman or the

consciousness to acquire knowledge and  Traditional Events Home Indian medicine man.



A Shaman Ceremonial Site

In Avatar, the goddess Eywa communicates through a tree
to bring balance and harmony to Pandora. It seems an
unlikely coincidence Cameron uses a tree as a source of
knowledge. Shamanism teaches that being connected to
the natural world can bring harmony by removing all
prejudice and separation. Traditional Indian religion holds
that communing with the spirits will bring people back to
harmony with the creation. | have attended many Native
American fairs where the entire theme and emphasis was
on harmony.

A Shaman Altar

However, harmony is far removed from the followers of
Shamanism. Tom McMahon points out that the idealistic
views of natural purity as portrayed in Avatar and the belief
that naturalism produces a life of harmony, faithfulness,
and peace cannot be found in any Shamanistic society in
the world. Instead they have placed themselves in a
destructive condition of bondage to seducing spirits bent

on deceiving and destroying them."

Take for example the plight of the American Indian on the
reservation. They are the poorest of all minorities with

unemployment and the

poverty rate between

50 and 60 percent.

HIV/AIDS rates are

30% higher than the

national average and

reservation life

expectancy can be as

much as 19 years lower

than the national

average. Alcoholism is

50%, the use of illegal

drugs is epidemic and

they are victims of

violent crime and

domestic violence at Shaman Offerings to the spirits
twice the national rate. The suicide rate between ages 15to
34 istwo times higher than the national average.

It is not a coincidence that | find almost the same
conditions, sometimes even worse, among the indigenous
people of Siberia. Avatar is fantasy. Siberia and the
Reservation are reality.

The Shaman House, “Tos-Deer”, offering fortune telling by
rocks and cleansing with drums.

On both sides of the world | hear the same complaints from
tribal people. The Europeans came, took our land and tried
to force their religion on us. Of course, Avatar has a very
similar story line. However, “our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers,
against the world forces of this darkness, against the
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places”
(Ephesians 6:12). For centuries these people have lost in
this struggle. Like the Na'vi, they have “exchanged the truth
of God for a lie, and worshipped and served the creature
rather than the creator” (Romans 1:25). The
consequences are not just temporal but of grave and
eternal significance.

Here in the U.S. tribal leaders continue to promote their
religious traditions, seek more government programs and



The Shaman Tree

funding, and approve the building of more casinos. None of
these are the answer. There is only One answer to their sin
and demonic deception. Jesusisthe answer.

With an emphasis today on environmentalism, including
global warming and going Green, | am sure Avatar found
some fertile ground in its promotion of Shamanism. Paul H.
Rubin writes about environmentalism becoming a religion
similar to Shamanism. He states “As the world becomes
less religious, people can define themselves as being
Green rather than Christian or Jewish.” He points out they
have their holy day. Earth Day. Their sacred structures.
Recycling bins! Skeptics of going Green are treated as evil
sinners."

Here at BKI, because we worship the Creator and not the
creation, going Green is not an issue for us, but going for
Jesus is (Mark 16:15). We know someday there will be a
new heaven and new earth (Revelation 21:1), so presently
we want to be a light to those who “sit in darkness and the
shadow of death” (Luke 1:79). We want “to open their eyes
so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the
dominion of Satan to God, in order that they may receive
forgiveness of sin and an inheritance among those who
have been sanctified by faith” in the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts
26:18). We greatly appreciate those of you who make this
possible through your prayers and support of BKI.
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« All photos shot on location while in Siberia during May 2010.

Paul H. Rubin, “Environmentalism as a Religion”, The Wall Street

New Address

Please note the change of address for BKI. We did not
intend to make the change but the USPS in Albuquerque
has not forwarded any mail (BKI or personal) for over five
weeks and counting. They informed us nearly three weeks
ago our request had been incorrectly processed but still no
mail. If you had your mail returned to you we apologize for
any inconvenience it may have caused you.

(138)

Tuva

In May, | had the privilege of presenting the gospel to nearly
800 students. It was our first time to travel into Western
Tuva where we were well received and invited back. It
seems there is no one there to address their spiritual and
moral concerns. Pray the seed planted would come to
fruition in their hearts.

The Lord has graciously provided for the building of a
church in Balgazyn but because of legal issues we have
notyet been able to acquire the land. We expected spiritual
opposition in a village where over half are alcoholics and
almost all are under the influence of demonic Shamanism.
Since last October, the believers have continued to meetin
a house and seven villagers have come to Christ. Pray for
the acquiring of the land and for the strength of the
believers in the midst of this dark stronghold.
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Encouragement

Goto our Website and click on "Encouragement” to find out
how you can be a recipient of our new ministry.

Pastor Tom Watson
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